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Rift models 



Basic mechanics 
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Ebinger and Sleep, 1998 
Reilinger et al. poster and white paper 



Ethiopian velocities 



Velocity transects 



Strain rate “transects” 



Other supporting evidence 

Keranen et al., 2010 



Other supporting evidence 
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“narrow” vs. “wide” rifting 



Work in progress 
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Reilinger et al. poster and white paper 



New (old) questions 

•  How do extensional structures evolve over 
time? 

•  How do continental extensional dynamics 
compare to convergent dynamics? 

•  What are the basic mechanical properties 
of continental lithosphere? How (and why) 
do these vary from place to place? 


